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PRODUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  1997/98 


January  1998 
WHEAT 


Country 

Current 

Estimate 

MMT 

1997/98  ■ 
Monthly 
Change 

MMT 

Monthly 

Change 

{%) 

Change 

From 

1 996/97  Comments 

(%) 

World 

608.2 

+  3.5 

+  1 

+  4 

Production  is  projected  at  a  record  as  output  is  raised  in 
the  total  foreign  category. 

United  States 

68.8 

NC 

NC 

+  11 

No  change  this  month. 

Total  Foreign 

539.4 

+  3.5 

+  1 

+  4 

Production  is  forecast  at  a  record  leyel  as  increases  in 
China  and  Australia  more  than  offset  a  decrease  in 
Ukraine. 

China 

124.0 

+  3.0 

+  2 

+  12 

Production  is  estimated  at  a  record  due  to  fayorable 
weather  resulting  in  a  record  yield. 

Australia 

19.0 

+  1.0 

+  6 

-19 

Production  is  estimated  higher  based  on  an  increase  in 
yield.  Haryest  actiyity  is  nearly  complete. 

Ukraine 

18.4 

-0.6 

-3 

+  36 

Production  is  estimated  lower  due  to  preliminary  haryest 
reports  indicating  reduced  yield. 

COARSE  GRAINS 

Country 

Current 

Estimate 

MMT 

1997/98 

Monthly 

Change 

MMT 

Monthly 

Change 

(%) 

Change 

From 

1996/97  Comments 

(%) 

World 

890.0 

+  3.6 

+  0 

-2 

Production  is  projected  higher  due  to  increases  in  the 
United  States  and  the  total  foreign  category. 

United  States 

265.4 

+  0.0 

+  0 

-1 

Production  is  projected  higher  due  to  a  slight  increase  in 
corn  yield  that  more  than  offset  a  decline  in  sorghum. 

Total  Foreign 

624.6 

+  3.6 

+  1 

-2 

Production  is  projected  higher  as  increases  in  Argentina, 
Ukraine,  and  Poland  more  than  offset  decreases  in  South 
Africa,  Kenya,  Zimbabwe,  and  Tanzania. 

Argentina 

18.7 

+  2.8 

+  18 

-1 

Production  is  projected  higher  as  fayorable  weather 
boosts  area  and  prospectiye  yield  for  all  the  major  coarse 
grains.  Corn  yield  is  estimated  at  a  record. 

Ukraine 

15.3 

+  1.6 

+  12 

+  60 

Production  is  projected  higher  as  haryest  results  indicate 

increases  in  corn  area  and  yield,  but  a  decrease  in  barley 
yield. 
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COARSE  GRAINS,  continued 


-  1997/98  -  Change 

Current  Monthly  Monthly  From 


Country 

Estimate 

MMT 

Change 

MMT 

Change 

(%) 

1996/97  Comments 

(%) 

Poland 

17.2 

-hO.4 

-H2 

-1-3 

Production  is  projected  higher  due  to  increased  area  and 
yield  for  corn  and  oats. 

Bulgaria 

2.2 

-1-0.3 

-1-13 

-J-54 

Production  is  projected  higher  due  to  a  favorable  growing 
season  that  resulted  in  a  bumper  corn  yield. 

South  Africa 

8.6 

-0.5 

-6 

-10 

Production  is  estimated  lower  as  a  dry  December  caused 
area  to  be  reduced. 

Zimbabwe 

1.9 

-0.3 

-15 

-6 

Production  is  projected  lower  as  a  dry,  hot  December 
reduced  corn  yield  potential. 

Tanzania 

2.7 

-0.3 

-10 

-31 

Production  is  projected  lower  due  to  an  earlier  drought 
that  reduced  corn  area  and  yield. 

Kenya 

2.2 

-0.3 

-11 

-2 

Production  is  forecast  lower  as  drought  during  the  main- 
season  crop  reduced  corn  area  and  yield,  while  excessive 

rain  delayed  the  short-season  crop. 

WORLD  RICE  (MILLED  BASIS) 


-  1997/98  -  Change 

Current  Monthly  Monthly  From 


Country 

Estimate 

MMT 

Change 

MMT 

Change 

{%) 

1996/97  Comments 

(%) 

World 

382.8 

-t-0.1 

-r-0 

-hi 

Production  is  projected  at  a  record  as  an  increase  in  the 
total  foreign  category  more  than  offset  a  decrease  in  the 
United  States. 

United  States 

5.8 

-0.0 

-1 

-f  4 

Production  is  projected  lower  due  to  a  decline  in  yield. 

Total  Foreign 

377.0 

-1-0.1 

+  0 

+  ^ 

Production  is  projected  at  a  record  level  as  an  increase  in 
China  more  than  offset  a  decrease  in  Indonesia. 

China 

138.5 

-H.5 

+  1 

+  ^ 

Production  is  forecast  at  a  record  due  to  favorable 
weather  over  the  late-rice  growing  area  that  increased 
yield. 

Indonesia 

32.0 

-1.3 

-4 

+  2 

Production  is  projected  lower  due  to  a  reduction  in  area 
based  on  a  downward  revision  of  last  season's  rice  crop. 

In  addition,  yield  is  estimated  lower  as  the  crop  was 
planted  late  due  to  the  delayed  arrival  of  rain. 
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OILSEEDS 


.  1997/98  .  Change 

Current  Monthly  Monthly  From 


Country  Forecast  Change  Change  1996/97  Comments 


MMT 

MMT 

(%) 

{%) 

World 

280.9 

+  1.5 

+  1 

+  8 

Production  is  projected  higher  based  on  an  increase  in  the 
total  foreign  category  that  was  partially  offset  by  a  small 
decline  in  the  United  States. 

United  States 

84.6 

-0.2 

-0 

+  13 

Production  is  projected  slightly  lower  as  a  decline  in 
soybeans  was  partially  offset  by  increases  in  other 
oilseeds. 

Total  Foreign 

196.4 

+  1.6 

+  1 

+  6 

Production  is  estimated  higher  because  increases  in  Brazil, 
China,  and  Argentina  more  than  offset  a  decline  in 
Pakistan. 

Brazil 

30.8 

+  1.0 

+  3 

+  11 

Production  is  estimated  higher  as  soybean  planting  was 
completed  early  under  favorable  conditions  throughout 
the  growing  areas.  Record  yield  and  area  are  forecast. 

China 

40.1 

+  0.7 

+  2 

-3 

Production  is  estimated  up  based  on  preliminary  official 
data  which  indicates  higher  soybean  and  cottonseed 
yields. 

Argentina 

21.9 

+  0.2 

+  1 

+  27 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  increased  inputs 
and  favorable  weather  which  boosted  peanut  yield 
prospects. 

Pakistan 

3.6 

-0.4 

-9 

-3 

Production  of  cottonseed  is  estimated  lower  based  on 

weather  damage  to  the  cotton  crop  at  harvest. 


PALM  OIL 


1997/98  .  Change 


Current 

Monthly 

Monthly 

From 

Country 

Forecast 

Change 

Change 

.1 996/9 

MMT 

MMT 

{%) 

(%) 

World 

17.7 

NC 

NC 

+  2 

Comments 

change  this  month.  Record  production  is  forecast. 
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COTTON 


-  1 997/98  -  Change 

Current  Monthly  Monthly  From 

■CQUDiry  Estimate  Change  Change  .1 2.96/97  Comments 


M  BALES 

MBALES 

(%) 

(%) 

World  Total 

90.9 

+  0.8 

+  1 

+  2 

Production  is  forecast  up  due  to  increases  in  the  United 
States  and  total  foreign  category. 

United  States 

19.0 

+  0.2 

+  1 

+  0 

Production  is  estimated  up  due  to  higher  yield,  more  than 
offsetting  a  drop  in  area.  The  crop  is  the  second  largest 
on  record. 

Total  Foreign 

71.9 

+  0.6 

+  1 

+  2 

Production  is  forecast  up  due  to  higher  output  in  China 
and  Syria,  more  than  offsetting  a  drop  in  Pakistan. 

China 

19.5 

+  1.0 

+  5 

+  1 

Production  is  estimated  up  as  favorable  late-summer  and 
autumn  weather  in  central  China  led  to  higher-than- 
expected  yields  in  several  provinces. 

Syria 

1.6 

+  0.1 

+  7 

+  33 

Production  is  estimated  higher  due  to  improved  yield 
prospects  resulting  from  favorable  weather  during 
maturation  and  harvest  that  allowed  additional  pickings. 

Pakistan 

7.0 

-0.5 

-7 

-4 

Production  is  estimated  down  as  persistent  unfavorable 

weather  in  the  Punjab  during  November  and  December 
reduced  both  harvest  area  and  crop  quality. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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1/  Includes  wheat,  coarse  grains,  and  rice  (milled)  shown  above. 

2/  Includes  soybean,  cottonseed,  peanut  (inshell),  sunflowerseed,  rapeseed  for  individual  countries.  Copra  and  palm  kernel  are  added  to  world  totals. 

Note:  Entries  of  0.0  indicate  no  reported  or  insignificant  production. 
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TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


4 

o 

to 

h- 

00 

00 

4 

to 

00 

CM 

lx. 

00 

hx 

to 

CO 

CO 

o 

to 

CO 

o 

00 

o 

CM 

lx 

CM 

0 

CO 

0 

00 

o> 

c 

0) 

O) 

00 

4 

o> 

q 

q 

00 

q 

q 

T* 

4 

q 

q 

lx. 

q 

q 

lx. 

|x 

q 

o 

o> 

4 

4 

to 

CO 

q 

q 

▼“ 

00 

2 

1 

9 

9 

d 

1 

(0 

9* 

9 

T- 

d 

T* 

|xl 

CM 

d 

CM 

d 

CO 

9 

ci 

1 

4 

d 

T* 

T" 

d 

CM 

d 

to 

T* 

i 

iri 

1 

d 

d 

in 

1 

9 

4 

d 

9* 

1 

9 

0) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

c 

:  O 

IS 

0. 

00 

4 

in 

to 

00 

o 

4 

o 

to 

4 

o 

to 

rx 

a> 

4 

4 

CO 

O) 

to 

CM 

o 

in 

4  CM 

in 

o> 

0 

0 

in 

V 

E 

r* 

in 

4 

to 

o> 

CM 

to 

o> 

CO 

lx. 

CM 

T* 

lx. 

O'O 

Oi 

CO 

00 

lx. 

4 

CO 

4 

o 

00 

CM 

00 

4 

0 

0 

Oi 

:  5 

1 

a. 

c 

2 

UL 

z 

z 

1 

9 

iri 

1 

9 

csi 

1 

9 

1 

9 

9 

in 

CM 

4 

d 

in 

9  9 

4 

CM 

<M 

rx! 

d 

to 

d 

1 

9 

■ 

to 

9 

T* 

1 

9 

d 

d 

9 

9 

JZ 

00 

to 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

in 

to 

o 

00 

o 

o 

O 

o 

to 

in 

o 

lx 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

m 

■g 

c 

9) 

ii 

4 

o 

in 

o 

o 

in 

q 

00 

4 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

q 

to 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

to 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oi 

& 

'  c 

o 

O 

o 

d 

to 

o 

r- 

o 

If) 

• 

d 

d 

CM 

o 

T" 

o 

o 

o 

o 

d 

CM 

o 

1 

o 

o 

9 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

9 

:  c 

E 

0) 

J 

D. 

O 

<« 

tM 

tM 

CM 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o> 

o 

4 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

z 

o 

to 

to 

q 

OO 

q 

m 

o 

CM 

q 

q 

q 

q 

q 

q 

o 

• 

q 

to 

q 

q 

O 

o 

q 

o> 

q 

q 

0 

0 

q 

q 

o> 

E 

2 

uu 

z 

ri 

d 

to 

CM 

d 

CM 

d 

9 

d 

CM 

9“ 

d 

d 

d 

d 

o 

d 

d 

d 

d 

9 

d 

d 

9 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

9 

.  ♦ 
c 

o> 

tM 

h- 

00 

CM 

to 

to 

o> 

o 

IX. 

o 

o 

CO 

1^ 

in 

CM 

in 

00 

Oi 

m 

o 

a> 

rx 

in 

0 

T* 

to 

0 

0 

00 

*5* 

(9 

o> 

4 

in 

to 

CM 

l». 

CO 

in 

in 

Cx 

a> 

to 

CO 

in 

00 

to 

to 

CM 

CM 

CO 

o> 

CM 

00 

to 

in 

CM 

lx 

c 

”> 

o> 

ih 

4 

s 

m 

00 

00 

00 

to 

CM 

CO 

o> 

in 

to 

CM 

00 

in 

00 

rx 

|X 

4 

to 

m 

9-* 

ix! 

00 

to 

0 

d 

4 

to 

Q. 

00 

to 

CM 

CM 

T- 

to 

CO 

to 

o 

tM 

CM 

m 

CM 

Oi 

to 

CO 

T* 

Oi 

eO 

00 

tM 

to 

CM 

T* 

CM 

T- 

2» 

o> 

d 

tf) 

in 

o 

4 

h- 

tM 

CO 

o> 

o 

lx. 

o 

o 

CO 

lx. 

m 

CM 

in 

Oi 

Oi 

o 

o 

Oi 

lx 

in 

0 

to 

0 

0 

00 

0) 

c 

CO 

4 

o> 

o 

CM 

o> 

to 

o 

in 

O 

O) 

hx 

to 

in 

00 

rx 

|x 

to 

to 

CM 

to 

00 

CM 

00 

to 

in 

CM 

CO 

O 

O 

to 

in 

d 

tM 

in 

in 

00 

o> 

to 

o 

in 

O) 

CO 

to 

CM 

00 

m 

00 

CO 

CO 

4 

CO 

in 

d 

d 

T* 

to 

d 

d 

4 

4" 

O 

00 

to 

CM 

CO 

CM 

to 

CO 

to 

o 

CM 

tM 

in 

T- 

CM 

o> 

CO 

CO 

▼- 

Oi 

•c 

00 

CM 

to 

CM 

CM 

o 

:  3 

•o 

S 

K 

® 

E 

h- 

to 

T* 

CM 

O) 

to 

tx. 

to 

o 

o> 

CM 

o 

to 

CO 

4 

CO 

CO 

CM 

|x 

in 

in 

o> 

0 

lx 

m 

Oi 

to 

0 

in 

CM 

o> 

c 

in 

in 

o 

h«. 

o> 

o> 

in 

4 

m 

00 

CM 

to 

lx. 

CM 

o> 

m 

lx 

O 

00 

tM 

rx 

00 

to 

0 

Oi 

Oi 

in 

CM 

|x 

M 

<o 

o 

d 

d 

00 

00 

d 

d 

4 

d 

CM 

d 

to 

CM 

to 

to 

d 

d 

CO 

tM 

d 

CM 

CO 

d 

d 

d 

4f 

0 

':(L: 

o 

o> 

to 

CM 

s 

i». 

CM 

to 

CM 

m 

to 

o 

CM 

CM 

4 

CM 

CO 

CO 

T" 

CO 

to 

0 

T" 

<r» 

Z 

«o 

in 

3 

CM 

CM 

o> 

to 

o> 

O 

00 

CO 

o 

T" 

to 

in 

Oi 

o 

CO 

4 

4 

00 

o 

in 

Oi 

0 

Oi 

4 

CO 

0 

tM 

0 

§ 

00 

4 

4 

N. 

T“ 

o 

CO 

O) 

a> 

lx. 

CO 

lx. 

CO 

l>x 

o 

4 

o> 

4 

CM 

o 

lx 

00 

m 

Oi 

in 

CO 

CM 

to 

0 

CO 

00 

o> 

CM 

CM 

4 

4 

o> 

o 

to 

4 

lx. 

o 

in 

CM 

CM 

00 

CM 

rx 

tM 

tM 

CO 

4 

4 

Oi 

to 

o> 

CO 

4 

rx 

o> 

o 

o 

o> 

to 

CM 

CM 

in 

to 

OO 

CM 

CM 

m 

CM 

0 

CM 

CM 

to 

Oi 

o> 

00 

tM 

in 

CM 

to 

c 

o 

CM 

O 

4 

CO 

4 

4 

00 

CM 

CO 

o 

o> 

o> 

lx. 

to 

o 

m 

00 

to 

4 

CM 

00 

in 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Oi 

"S* 

(9 

00 

O 

CM 

a> 

to 

rx. 

T* 

o> 

O) 

lx. 

to 

4 

00 

CM 

00 

to 

in 

|X 

CO 

Oi 

to 

tn 

|X 

CM 

o> 

4 

T* 

00 

in 

0 

c 

■9 

t>i 

CM 

CM 

to 

4 

tM 

tM 

CM 

CM 

o 

CM 

in 

in 

lx. 

to 

CM 

to 

to 

CM 

4 

T* 

4 

0 

CM 

CM 

T* 

T" 

0. 

0> 

00 

u 

(0 

d 

o> 

to 

CM 

m 

to 

to 

4 

00 

o> 

T“ 

00 

o 

o> 

to 

lx. 

CO 

o 

m 

CM 

00 

CO 

in 

CM 

00 

in 

CO 

to 

CO 

o> 

9> 

o 

o 

CM 

00 

to 

00 

N. 

O) 

o> 

CO 

to 

CM 

00 

to 

00 

to 

in 

|x 

CO 

O) 

to 

in 

lx 

CM 

Oi 

4 

q 

q 

q 

o> 

0> 

■iT*:': 

Q 

(S 

h- 

CM 

CM 

to 

to 

'I- 

tM 

CM 

CM 

T- 

CM 

o 

CM 

m 

in 

rx 

to 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CM 

4 

4 

0 

tM 

CM 

9“ 

■o 

0) 

o 

o. 

T- 

l». 

in 

CM 

CM 

CO 

lx. 

o> 

to 

in 

00 

s 

O 

a> 

4 

lx. 

to 

00 

4 

to 

in 

4 

9" 

m 

to 

in 

CM 

to 

CO 

in 

> 

a» 

tn 

00 

o> 

CM 

o 

in 

o 

o> 

O 

hx 

to 

CM 

rx 

CM 

CM 

to 

o 

o 

to 

rx 

lx 

in 

rx 

Oi 

00 

0 

in 

q 

q 

T" 

e 

<o 

c 

Ol 

to 

CM 

to 

CO 

4 

CM 

to 

CM 

T“ 

T“ 

T* 

o 

CM 

in 

in 

hx 

to 

tM 

tM 

to 

CM 

4 

r- 

4 

tM 

CM 

T- 

T" 

o> 

a> 

o 

o 

■c 

<o 

o 

z 

to 

4 

CM 

T- 

to 

r- 

T* 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 

lx. 

o> 

o 

CO 

o> 

Oi 

in 

4 

CO 

CO 

to 

4 

tM 

00 

0 

|X 

CO 

jp> 

in 

tM 

▼“ 

o> 

4 

in 

O) 

o 

in 

to 

CM 

4 

CO 

lx. 

CO 

4 

r- 

o 

lx 

4 

CM 

00 

in 

Oi 

CO 

0 

q 

q 

a> 

o> 

tN 

to 

CM 

CM 

to 

to 

T- 

CM 

to 

CM 

T- 

CM 

O 

T" 

4 

in 

CO 

CO 

CM 

to 

CO 

CM 

4’ 

4 

0 

tM 

CM 

T" 

r“ 

in 

CO 

00 

to 

CM 

4 

o> 

lx. 

CM 

o 

o 

to 

CO 

S 

CO 

to 

lx 

4 

in 

CO 

o 

|x 

CM 

00 

00 

Oi 

00 

0 

0 

Oi 

f 

«9 

4 

in 

00 

CO 

in 

00 

O 

00 

00 

00 

to 

Oi 

T" 

to 

O) 

to 

to 

Oi 

00 

CO 

to 

q 

o> 

CO 

|X 

q 

in 

|X 

q 

00 

1^ 

d 

CM 

4 

4 

4 

lx. 

00 

4 

CO 

to 

o 

4 

CO 

CO 

to 

to 

o 

o 

d 

d 

|X 

CO 

4- 

CO 

tM 

d 

CL 

T“ 

to 

00 

tM 

00 

to 

CM 

CM 

lx 

CM 

CO 

00 

00 

to 

tM 

T" 

s 

o> 
0> 
<r*<-  - 

d 

CD 

m 

to 

CM 

o 

to 

4 

4 

o> 

O) 

CM 

O 

o 

to 

CO 

o 

to 

to 

to 

Oi 

in 

4 

o 

|x 

4 

00 

00 

Oi 

00 

0 

0 

CM 

o 

h». 

4 

q 

q 

q 

CM 

CM 

q 

q 

q 

q 

4 

q 

q 

q 

T" 

q 

q 

q 

q 

q 

q 

q 

q 

Q 

(0 

ed 

1^ 

d 

CM 

Ni 

4 

4 

4 

|xl 

d 

4 

d 

CO 

d 

4 

to 

d 

d 

CO 

d 

d 

d 

T“ 

fx! 

to 

4 

to 

CM 

d 

to 

00 

CM 

00 

to 

CM 

tM 

9“ 

rx 

CM 

to 

00 

n 

£ 

u 

to 

CM 

d) 

sz 

<. 

|v. 

c 

00 

to 

to 

o 

CO 

CO 

4 

CO 

lx. 

00 

in 

CO 

in 

o 

to 

rx 

00 

4 

4 

to 

o 

00 

to 

in 

00 

00 

00 

in 

to 

in 

e 

to 

o 

to 

to 

00 

to 

4 

4 

to 

q 

00 

q 

4 

o 

in 

q 

4 

CO 

T- 

CO 

d 

q 

d 

q 

4 

00 

d 

q 

4 

q 

CO 

d 

t" 

CO 

to 

d 

q 

d 

q 

4 

q 

d 

to 

d 

q 

d 

q 

4' 

T“ 

O) 

T" 

oi 

4 

4 

q 

4 

in 

CO 

oi 

N-’ 

Q. 

o» 

s 

tM 

to 

00 

tM 

00 

to 

CM 

r- 

CM 

to 

T" 

00 

o 

to 

CM 

T- 

to 

to 

in 

l». 

in 

to 

CM 

o 

o 

▼“ 

o 

00 

00 

in 

tM 

in 

|x 

CO 

CM 

CO 

00 

4 

to 

00 

to 

0 

CO 

to 

0 

o> 

to 

in 

00 

in 

o> 

o> 

o 

to 

to 

o> 

00 

CM 

o> 

00 

CM 

4 

O) 

4 

T“ 

Oi 

lx 

00 

to 

CO 

to 

4 

CO 

U) 

in 

0- 

in 

to 

to 

d 

T" 

d 

to 

in 

4 

d 

to 

Ixl 

d 

d 

d 

CO 

CO 

to 

d 

to 

d 

d 

d 

d 

|x! 

4 

4" 

to 

CM 

4 

a> 

to 

CM 

00 

4 

CM 

CO 

CM 

CO 

T" 

00 

o> 

to 

CM 

C 

o 

2 

2 

c 

o 

0) 

a 

0) 

a 

0 

O) 

0> 

q: 

w 

S 

t9 

(0 

c 

O) 

2 

o 

0> 

t 

o 

Q. 

X 

19 

(9 

C 

.5 

19 

U 

‘C 

T5 

C 

0) 

■c 

o 

a 

P  CM 

.2 

0> 

c 

c 

19 

«.• 

(A 

.X 

(A 

0) 

*.> 

(9 

4-> 

(0 

c 

D 

c 

(9 

0) 

>* 

c 

19 

o 

o 

2 

3 

UJ 

E 

"D 

r 

19 

'E 

(9 

d. 

0) 

OC. 

JZ 

o 

b. 

3 

UJ 

c 

O) 

2 

0 

>* 

.2 

’S) 

0 

(A 

0) 

c 

'q. 

«A 

C 

II 

UJ 

c 

19 

T“ 

tf) 

(9 

19 

o 

Q. 

r 

<1> 

ni 

E 

o 

u 

o 

U 

19 

.2 

0) 

c 

a 

3 

2 

*0 

o 

0 

<0 

c 

0) 

e> 

(0 

3 

"m 

U 

o 

Z) 

(/) 

3 

jk: 

N 

(9 

o 

O 

(0 

CO 

o 

o 

N 

X 

0) 

jC 

L. 

0 

C 

N 

(9 

0 

0 

£ 

Q 

44 

(w 

<9 

3 

o 

JZ 

V) 

os 

3 

19 

3  u. 

<9 

0. 

oz  o 

o 

JZ 

sz 

3 

!c 

o 

o 

c 

3 

o 

H 

CO 

z 

o 

<  < 

V) 

H 

z 

u. 

CO 

UJ 

UJ 

Z 

0 

4-* 

0 

0 

EQ 

H 

a.  u 

13 


January  1998  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 


TABLE  5 

Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 
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Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Soybean  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  16 

Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Country/Region 

Production 

Change  in  Production 

1095/96 

Prel. 

1996/97 

1997/98  Proj, 
Dec.  Jan. 

From  last  month 

From  last  year 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.03 

5.40 

5.46 

5.46 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

1.11 

Philippines 

1.97 

2.30 

2.30 

2.30 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Indonesia 

1.46 

1.46 

1.48 

1.48 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

1.37 

India 

0.61 

0.64 

0.68 

0.68 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

6.25 

Mexico 

0.22 

0.23 

0.23 

0.23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.13 

0.13 

0.13 

0.13 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.55 

0.55 

0.55 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

4.97 

5.34 

5.38 

5.38 

0.00 

0.04 

0.04 

0.71 

Malaysia 

2.48 

2.70 

2.63 

2.63 

0.00 

0.08 

-0.07 

-2.59 

Indonesia 

1.40 

1.55 

1.65 

1.65 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

6.45 

Nigeria 

0.27 

0.26 

0.25 

0.25 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.01 

-3.85 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3.08 

Colombia 

0.07 

0.08 

0.08 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.32 

Thailand 

0.09 

0.09 

0.11 

0.11 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

14.13 

Zaire 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.53 

0.53 

0.53 

0.53 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.38 

PALM  OIL 

World 

16.07 

17.28 

17.66 

17.66 

0.00 

0.00 

0.38 

2.20 

Malaysia 

8.26 

9.00 

9.00 

9.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

Indonesia 

4.75 

5.10 

5.40 

5.40 

0.00 

0.00 

0.30 

5.88 

Nigeria 

0.59 

0.60 

0.59 

0.59 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.01 

-1.67 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.30 

0.31 

0.32 

0.32 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

3.23 

Colombia 

0.39 

0.40 

0.42 

0.42 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

3.23 

Thailand 

0.37 

0.40 

0.45 

0.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

12.50 

Zaire 

0.11 

0.12 

0.12 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.22 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

1.08 

1.11 

1.12 

1.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

1.35 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  16-year  record  of  the  difference  between  the  January 
projections  and  the  final  estimates.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  January  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
3.6  million  tons  (0.7  percent)  and  ranged  from  -8.3  to  6.4  million  tons.  The 
January  projection  has  been  below  the  final  10  times  and  above  the  final  6  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIM^ 

VTES,  1981/82  - 1996/97  1/ 

REGION  ^  ^ 

Difference 

Loweet 

Highest 

Beloit 

Above 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Final 

Final-- 

Percent 

—Mil 

ion  metric  tons™ 

Number  of  years  21 

WHEAT 

World 

0.7 

3.6 

-8.3 

6.4 

10 

6 

U.S. 

0.1 

0.0 

0.1 

0.1 

8 

3 

Foreign 

0.8 

3.6 

-8.3 

6.4 

10 

6 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

0.9 

7.4 

-17.9 

8.2 

9 

7 

U.S. 

0.3 

0.6 

-4.6 

1.3 

10 

3 

Foreign 

1.2 

7.0 

-17.3 

8.2 

9 

7 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

1.5 

4.9 

-12.6 

1.8 

14 

2 

U.S. 

1.3 

0.1 

-0.3 

0.2 

6 

1 

Foreign 

1.5 

4.9 

-12.6 

1.8 

14 

2 

SOYBEANS 

World 

1.6 

1.7 

-4.5 

2.9 

9 

7 

U.S. 

1.3 

0.7 

-1.6 

1.8 

7 

7 

Foreign 

3.3 

1.6 

-3.4 

2.6 

10 

6 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

2.3 

1.9 

-5.4 

3.6 

10 

5 

U.S. 

0.6 

0.1 

0.1 

0.3 

3 

12 

Foreign 

UNITED  STATES 

2.9 

2.0 

/I 

-5.7 

Million  bushels- 

3.5 

10 

5 

CORN 

0.3 

21 

-148 

38 

4 

1 

SORGHUM 

0.5 

5 

-53 

14 

1 

3 

BARLEY 

0.4 

2 

-3 

11 

8 

2 

OATS 

0.1 

0 

-2 

1 

3 

1 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1996/97  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  16  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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MAP  1 

WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  WEATHER  HIGHLIGHTS 

January  13,  1998 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


EASTERN  EUROPE:  MOSTLY  MILD  WEATHER  IN  WINTER  GRAIN  AREAS 

During  November  1997,  above-normal  precipitation  fell  in  eastern  Poland,  the  Czech  Republic,  and 
Slovakia,  while  below-normal  rainfall  in  Hungary  continued  to  limit  moisture  for  winter  grain 
development.  During  the  first  week  of  December  1 997,  seasonable  temperatures  and  light  precipitation 
favored  dormant  winter  grains  in  Poland,  the  Czech  Republic,  and  Slovakia.  Farther  south, 
unseasonably  mild  weather  accompanied  widespread  precipitation  in  Yugoslavia  and  Bulgaria,  allowing 
further  establishment  in  late-planted  winter  grains.  During  December  14  -  20,  bitterly  cold  weather 
from  the  former  Soviet  Union  pushed  westward  into  Europe,  threatening  winter  grains.  Extreme 
minimum  temperatures  ranged  from  -15  to  -19  degrees  Celsius  ®  in  most  of  Poland  and  a  small  area 
in  southeastern  Romania,  and  Bulgaria.  Temperatures  below  -1 9  degrees  ®  were  restricted  to  extreme 
eastern  Poland  and  a  small  area  in  southeastern  Romania  and  northern  Bulgaria.  While  temperatures 
in  these  areas  approached  the  threshold  for  potential  winter  kill,  extreme  cold  was  of  short  duration  and 
was  preceded  by  snow,  minimizing  the  threat  for  widespread  damage.  Elsewhere,  extreme  minimum 
temperatures  in  eastern  Germany,  the  Czech  Republic,  Slovakia,  Hungary,  western  Romania,  and 
Yugoslavia  ranged  from  -6  to  -15  degrees  ®,  remaining  above  the  threshold  for  damage.  During 
December  21  -  27,  a  strong  westerly  flow  of  maritime  air  spread  eastward  across  Europe,  and  brought 
warmer  weather  and  widespread  precipitation.  The  mild  weather  in  eastern  Europe  improved 
overwintering  conditions  for  winter  grains  following  the  prior  week's  bitter  cold.  By  the  end  of  the 
week  most  winter  grain  areas  in  eastern  Europe  lacked  protective  snow  cover.  During  the  last  days  of 
December  and  the  first  week  of  January  1 998,  warm  maritime  air  continued  to  spread  across  Europe. 
In  eastern  Europe,  unseasonably  mild  weather  was  accompanied  by  generally  light  precipitation.  The 
greatest  amounts  of  precipitation  fell  as  rain  in  southeastern  Hungary,  northwestern  Yugoslavia,  and 
western  Romania,  boosting  soil  moisture.  Weekly  temperatures  in  eastern  Europe  ranged  from  4  to  7 
degrees  ®  above  normal.  Winter  grain  areas  over  most  of  Europe  lacked  protective  snow  cover. 


FORMER  SOVIET  UNION:  FRIGID  WEATHER  IN  UKRAINE  AND  RUSSIA 

Frigid  Siberian  Arctic  air  brought  a  severe  chill  to  winter  grain  areas  of  Ukraine,  Russia,  the  Baltics,  and 
Belarus  during  December  15  -  18,  1997  according  to  meteorologists  at  NOAA/USDA  Joint  Agricultural 
Weather  Facility.  Temperatures  as  low  as  -33  degrees  Celsius  ®  were  observed  in  eastern  Ukraine  and 
central  Russia  near  Moscow,  with  minimum  temperatures  generally  ranging  from  -17  to  -30  degrees 
®  through  the  period.  An  adequate  layer  of  snow  cover  protected  winter  grains  from  the  Baltics 
eastward  through  most  of  northern  Russia  as  well  as  the  northern  half  of  Ukraine.  Snow  cover  in  the 
key  winter  wheat  producing  areas  in  the  southern  half  of  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia  (southern  and 
central  North  Caucasus  region,  and  lower  Volga  Valley)  was  thin  or  patchy,  leaving  crops  vulnerable 
to  potential  damage.  Temperatures  moderated  quickly  beginning  on  December  19,  improving 
overwintering  conditions.  While  winter  grains  have  likely  sustained  some  damage  in  these  vulnerable 
areas,  the  full  extent  of  the  damage  will  not  be  apparent  until  crops  begin  breaking  dormancy  in  the 
spring. 
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NORTHWESTERN  AFRICA:  WINTER  WHEAT  PLANTING  PROGRESSES 

WITH  FAVORABLE  MOISTURE 


In  November  1997,  winter  grain  planting  was  well  underway  across  northwestern  Africa. 
Well-above-normal  precipitation  fell  in  northern  Morocco,  Algeria,  and  Tunisia,  providing  abundant 
planting  moisture.  Below-normal  precipitation  prevailed  in  southern  Morocco.  During  the  first  week 
of  December  1997,  light-to-moderate  showers  fell  over  Morocco,  providing  sufficient  moisture  for 
winter  grain  planting.  Farther  east,  although  widespread  showers  continued  to  provide  abundant 
moisture  for  emerging  winter  grains,  the  wet  weather  may  have  caused  some  interruptions  in  planting. 
During  December  7-13,  light  showers  fell  in  Algeria  and  Tunisia,  maintaining  favorable  moisture 
conditions  for  winter  grain  emergence  and  establishment.  The  following  week,  significant  rain  fell 
across  Morocco,  providing  moisture  for  winter  grain  development.  Drier  weather  across  Algeria  and 
Tunisia  allowed  for  late-season  planting  to  progress  at  a  rapid  pace.  Rainfall  during  the  last  two  weeks 
of  December  and  the  first  week  of  January  has  maintained  favorable  moisture  across  the  region  for 
winter  grain  development.  Even  southern  Morocco  has  benefitted  from  timely  rainfall. 


SOUTH  AFRICA:  DRY  IN  DECEMBER.  MOIST  IN  JANUARY 

During  November  and  most  of  December  1 997,  rainfall  was  near  to  below  normal  in  the  western  corn 
belt  and  near  to  above  normal  in  the  east.  Temperatures  have  averaged  near  normal  to  below  normal 
even  in  the  driest  areas.  As  a  result,  corn  prospects  were  generally  favorable  in  the  east  but  guarded 
for  the  west.  During  December  21  -  27,  moderate  showers  continued  in  eastern  growing  areas,  while 
light  showers  helped  to  ease  prolonged  dryness  in  the  west.  However,  periodic  hot  weather  maintained 
high  evaporation  rates,  reducing  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  moisture  on  crop  development.  From 
December  28  through  January  3,  widespread,  soaking  rain  covered  the  corn  belt.  Rainfall  totaled  25 
to  50  millimeters  or  more  in  most  areas,  with  many  drought-stricken  sections  of  the  west  and  south 
receiving  more  than  100  millimeters.  The  moisture  was  extremely  beneficial  for  vegetative  corn,  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  event  may  spur  some  late  planting.  However,  corn  planted  this  late  in  the  season 
traditionally  experiences  lower  yields,  caused  mainly  by  stress  from  summer  heat  and  dryness. 
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PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


INDONESIA:  DRY  CONDITIONS  DELAY  RICE  PLANTING 

Planting  in  Indonesia's  major  rice-producing  areas  began  almost  immediately  following  the  onset  of  the 
rainy  season  in  mid-November  and  will  continue  through  January.  The  rains  normally  begin  in  late 
September  or  early  October,  but  started  throughout  much  of  the  Indonesian  archipelago  during  the 
second  half  of  November  and  first  part  of  December.  The  late  start  to  the  planting  season  means  the 
main-harvest  period  will  be  pushed  back  to  April/May  from  the  normal  harvest  period  of 
February/March.  This  year's  rainy  season  is  still  relatively  weak,  and  Indonesia's  1997/98  rice 
production  estimate  is  lowered  this  month  to  an  estimated  32.0  million  tons  (milled  basis),  down  1 .3 
million  from  December.  Area  is  revised  lower  reflecting  a  downward  revision  in  1 996/97  harvested 
area,  and  yield  is  estimated  at  4.36  tons  per  hectare,  down  slightly  from  last  month  and  1996/97. 
Production  is  estimated  0.5  million  tons  higher  than  in  1996/97,  but  down  4  percent  from  a  record  33.2 
million  tons  produced  in  1995/96. 

ARGENTINA:  CORN  CROP  RAISED  DUE  TO  GOOD  WEATHER 

Argentina's  1997/98  corn  production  estimate  was  raised  to  15.0  million  tons,  up  2.0  million  from  the 
December  estimate,  but  down  3  percent  from  last  year's  record  crop.  The  month-to-month  increase 
resulted  mostly  from  reports  of  higher  corn  area  and  increased  yield  potential.  Yield  is  forecast  at  a 
record  4.69  tons  per  hectare  due  to  beneficial  weather  in  central  Argentina.  Satellite  imagery  analysis 
by  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division  of  USDA/FAS  indicates  yield  potential  to 
be  as  least  as  high  as  last  year's  record  yield  of  4.56  tons  per  hectare.  A  comparison  of  late  December 
vegetation  indices  from  1 997  and  1 996  indicates  the  main  corn-growing  areas  of  northern  Buenos  Aires 
Province  are  very  similar  to  last  year  and  the  marginal  corn-growing  areas-southern  Buenos  Aires, 
Santa  Fe,  and  Cordoba  Provinces-are  doing  better  than  last  year. 


BRAZIL:  SOYBEAN  CROP  RAISED  DUE  TO  GOOD  WEATHER 

Brazil's  1 997/98  soybean  production  estimate  was  raised  to  a  record  30.0  million  tons,  up  1 .0  million 
tons  from  December  and  up  1 1  percent  from  last  year's  record  crop.  The  month-to-month  increase 
resulted  mostly  from  reports  of  higher  soybean  area  and  above  average  growing  conditions.  Yield  is 
forecast  at  a  record  2.33  tons  per  hectare  due  to  beneficial  weather  In  all  the  main  soybean-growing 
regions.  Rainfall  was  above  normal  for  December  in  the  states  of  Parana  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  the 
two  largest  soybean  producers.  Elsewhere,  rainfall  has  been  normal.  Scattered  rainfall  in  Mato  Grosso 
do  Sul,  which  produces  8  percent  of  the  total  crop,  might  be  of  concern. 

Nationally,  harvested  area  is  forecast  at  12.9  million  hectares,  up  0.1  million  from  last  month  and  up 
1.1  million  or  9  percent  from  last  year's  record  area.  Strong  world  demand,  high  international  prices, 
and  increasing  sales  of  fertilizers,  seeds,  herbicides,  and  machinery  indicated  higher  soybean  area. 
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CHINA:  .STATE  STATISTICAL  BUREAU  ANNOUNCES  1997  CROP  ESTIMATES 


China's  State  Statistical  Bureau  (SSB)  recently  announced  its  preliminary  estimates  for  total  grain, 
cotton,  and  total  oilseed  output  in  1997/98.  Total  grain  production  is  estimated  at  492.5  million  tons, 
down  12  million  from  last  year's  record  crop  and  China's  second-largest  output.  (China  includes  wheat, 
rough  rice,  corn,  other  grains,  tubers,  and  soybeans  in  its  total  grain  estimate).  The  excellent  harvest 
was  achieved  despite  a  serious  summer  drought  in  northern  China  and  excessive  rainfall  in  parts  of  the 
south.  Record  crops  of  wheat  and  rice  partially  offset  a  large  decline  in  corn  production. 

The  preliminary  cotton  production  estimate  is  19.75  million  bales  (4.3  million  tons).  The  SSB  reported 
area  was  lower  than  last  year,  but  record  yields  pushed  production  above  the  1 996/97  output  of  1 9.3 
million  bales.  Total  oilseed  output  dropped  by  an  estimated  1.0  million  tons  from  1996/97  to  21.0 
million  this  year.  The  reduction  was  due  to  a  large  decline  in  the  peanut  crop,  which  was  severely 
impacted  by  drought  last  summer. 


CHINA:  WHEAT  AND  RICE  OUTPUT  SETS  RECORD 

China's  1997/98  wheat  production  is  raised  this  month  to  an  estimated  124.0  million  tons,  up  3.0 
million  or  2  percent  from  last  month  and  up  12  percent  from  last  year's  record  crop.  Farmers  expanded 
wheat  area  by  an  estimated  0.4  million  hectares  to  30.0  million.  Ideal  conditions  at  planting  and 
excellent  spring  weather  led  to  a  record  winter  wheat  crop.  Spring  wheat,  grown  primarily  north  of  the 
Great  Wall,  also  benefitted  from  favorable  weather  this  year.  The  estimate  for  China's  1997/98  rice 
crop  is  a  record  138.5  million  tons  (milled  basis),  up  1.5  million  or  1  percent  from  last  month  and  1 
percent  from  last  year.  Generally  favorable  summer  and  autumn  weather,  the  increased  use  of 
high-yielding  hybrid  varieties,  and  improved  management  techniques  helped  China  achieve  a  record  rice 
yield  in  1 997. 


CHINA:  RECORD  YIELDS  BOOST  COTTON  OUTPUT 

China's  1997/98  cotton  production  is  estimated  at  19.5  million  bales  (4.25  million  tons),  up  1.0  million 
bales  or  5  percent  from  last  month  and  up  slightly  from  last  year's  crop  of  1 9.3  million.  The  revision 
is  based  on  higher  estimated  yields  in  several  key  cotton-producing  provinces,  particularly  Henan 
Province  on  the  North  China  Plain.  Lower  planted  area  was  offset  by  higher  yields,  which  were 
increased  by  6  percent  to  a  record  high  943  kilograms  per  hectare. 

Generally  favorable  late-summer  and  autumn  weather  led  to  high  yields  in  Hunan,  Hubei,  and  adjacent 
provinces.  High  yields  also  were  reported  in  the  northwestern  province  of  Xinjiang,  where  about  25 
percent  of  China's  cotton  is  grown.  Other  factors  that  contributed  to  China's  output  in  1997/98 
include  fewer  insect  problems  than  in  previous  years,  the  expanded  use  of  hybrid  varieties,  and 
improved  irrigation  facilities.  For  several  years,  cotton  area  has  been  declining  in  the  low-yielding 
provinces  of  northern  China  but  steadily  increasing  in  the  Northwest,  where  growing  conditions  for 
cotton  are  more  favorable  and  yield  potentials  are  higher. 
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CHINA:  DROUGHT  IMPACT  ON  SOYBEANS  LESS  THAN  EXPECTED 


Soybean  production  in  1997/98  is  estimated  at  13.8  million  tons,  up  0.3  million  or  2  percent  from  last 
month  due  to  higher  estimated  yield.  The  U.S.  agricultural  counselor's  office  in  Beijing  reports  that 
losses  due  to  last  summer's  drought  in  northern  China  were  apparently  not  as  serious  as  previously 
anticipated.  Production  is  projected  to  be  good  in  the  Northeast  province  of  Heilongjiang,  where  about 
30  percent  of  China's  total  soybean  crop  is  grown.  The  estimated  yield  of  1 .68  tons  per  hectare  Is 
lower  than  last  year  but  close  to  the  5-year  average. 


SOUTH  AFRICA:  LOWER  CORN  AREA  IN  1997/98 

South  Africa's  1997/98  corn  crop  is  estimated  at  8.0  million  tons,  dovyn  0.5  million  from  last  month 
and  down  1 .0  million  from  last  year.  Planted  area  in  the  commercial  sector  is  estimated  at  3.0  million 
hectares,  down  0.2  million  from  last  month  and  0.4  from  a  year  ago.  Farmers  reportedly  reduced  area 
in  response  to  dry  planting  conditions  and  in  anticipation  of  possible  drought  brought  on  by  El  Nino. 
Estimated  yield  of  2.66  tons  per  hectare  is  below  the  5-year  average  and  similar  to  last  year's  yield. 

The  U.S.  agricultural  counselor's  office  in  Pretoria  reported  that  farmers  may  have  cut  corn  area  by 
almost  1 1  percent  in  commercial  areas.  Dryness  in  November  and  December  caused  planting  delays 
in  the  North  West  Province,  and  fears  of  El  Nino-related  drought  in  1 998  caused  farmers  in  other  areas 
to  reduce  corn  area  or  shift  to  drought-tolerant  crops.  Planting  continued  into  January  in  the  western 
and  northwestern  Maize  Triangle,  where  heavy  rainfall  since  late-December  improved  moisture 
conditions. 

To  date,  the  effect  of  El  Nino  on  South  Africa's  weather  has  not  been  severe.  Rainfall  was  below 
normal  in  November  and  early  December  in  most  areas  of  the  country,  but  heavy,  widespread  rain  later 
in  December  has  improved  crop  prospects.  Cooler  temperatures  also  have  reduced  the  stress  on 
summer  crops. 


UNITED  STATES:  CROP  CONDITION  AND  PROGRESS 

A  split  jet  stream,  induced  by  El  Nino,  allowed  farmers  to  finish  fall  crop  harvest  and  tillage  operations 
under  mostly  dry  conditions  across  the  northern  United  States.  However,  the  weather  pattern  caused 
continued  wetness  during  December  across  the  Southern  States  and  delayed  harvest  and  fall  planting 
activities.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  soil  moisture  supplies  in  the  major  corn  and  soybean-producing 
States  were  mostly  adequate.  There  was  concern  about  the  lack  of  snow  cover  on  winter  grains  and 
alfalfa  fields.  Grain  movement  in  the  Corn  Belt  was  slowed  by  low  prices.  Some  elevators  in  Nebraska 
continued  to  pile  grain  outside  in  emergency  storage.  Above-normal  temperatures  in  the  northern  Plains 
benefitted  livestock  producers  after  the  especially  harsh  winter  last  year.  Farmers  in  the  northern  and 
Middle  Atlantic  States  were  able  to  finish  fall  harvest,  but  hay  supplies  were  short  in  several  areas. 

Continued  rainfall  and  below-normal  temperatures  from  California  to  Florida  delayed  fall  crop  harvest, 
and  a  few  fields  remained  unharvested  at  month's  end.  However,  the  majority  of  the  soybean,  cotton, 
and  sorghum  areas  were  harvested  by  the  end  of  December.  Snow  in  southeast  Colorado  further 
hindered  sorghum  harvest  that  was  initially  delayed  by  a  late  October  blizzard.  A  small  amount  of 
Kansas  sorghum  acreage  was  not  yet  harvested  at  the  end  of  December  due  to  above-normal 
precipitation.  Tobacco  curing  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio  was  hampered  by  slow  drying  conditions  later  in 
the  month.  Record  wetness  in  Florida  hampered  citrus  and  vegetable  harvests. 

The  very  mild  weather  across  the  northern  United  States  promoted  growth  and  development  of  the 
1 998  winter  wheat  crop  but  also  melted  snow  cover  on  emerged  fields.  In  Kansas,  the  crop  was  rated 
in  mostly  good  to  excellent  condition  at  the  end  of  December  with  little  wind  and  freeze  damage 
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occurring  during  the  month.  Statewide,  snowfall  and  rain  combined  with  moderate  temperatures 
resulted  in  on  again/off  again  snow  cover.  To  the  north  of  Kansas,  dry  weather  during  the  last  3 
months  in  the  High  Plains  has  left  fields  with  no  snow  cover  and  subject  to  damage  by  wind  and 
freezing  temperatures.  In  the  Northwest,  snow  cover  was  absent  in  eastern  Washington,  while  good 
snow  cover  in  northern  Idaho  and  mild  conditions  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  benefitted  winter 
wheat.  Mild  temperatures  accompanied  by  snow  and  rain  benefitted  fields  in  the  southern  Plains.  In 
the  Southeast,  planting  and  crop  growth  were  delayed  by  late  fall  crop  harvests  and  above-normal 
precipitation. 


FORMER  SOVIET  UNION:  WEATHER  AND  CROP  DEVELOPMENTS 

In  December,  above-normal  precipitation  fell  in  Russia,  Ukraine,  Belarus,  and  Lithuania,  increasing 
moisture  reserves.  During  the  period  of  December  15  -18,  temperatures  fell  sharply  in  most  areas, 
threatening  winter  grains.  Lowest  temperatures  during  the  period  ranged  from  -17  degrees  Celsius® 
to  less  than  -30  degrees  ®,  exceeding  the  threshold  for  potential  winter  kill.  Temperatures  as  low  as 
-33  degrees  ®  were  observed  in  eastern  Ukraine  and  central  Russia  near  Moscow.  An  adequate  snow 
cover  protected  winter  grains  from  the  Baltics  eastward  through  most  of  northern  Russia  as  well  as  the 
northern  half  of  Ukraine.  However,  snow  cover  in  key  winter  wheat  producing  areas  in  the  southern 
half  of  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia  (southern  and  central  North  Caucasus  region,  and  lower  Volga 
Valley)  was  thin  or  patchy,  and  the  wheat  crop  likely  sustained  some  damage  in  these  vulnerable  areas. 
However,  the  full  extent  of  the  damage  will  not  be  apparent  until  crops  begin  breaking  dormancy  in  the 
spring.  Beginning  on  December  1 9,  temperatures  moderated  quickly  and  rose  above-normal  by  month's 
end,  improving  overwintering  conditions.  Since  early  January,  unseasonably  mild  weather  prevailed 
over  most  winter  grain  areas  and  was  accompanied  by  widespread  precipitation.  While  the  mild 
weather  favored  dormant  winter  grains,  it  further  diminished  protective  snow  cover  in  Ukraine  and 
southern  Russia,  leaving  winter  wheat  exposed  to  extremes  in  the  weather. 

Tom  Puterbaugh  720-2012  (January  1998) 
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•  Each  dot  represents  500,000  Metric  Tons  of  winter  wheat,  (noaa/usda  joint  Agricultural  weather  Facility) 

-  Lowest  temperature  (degrees  C)  for  the  period  December  15-18,  1997. 

Areas  with  thin  or  patchy  snow  cover  during  the  cold  wave. 


WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 

January  13,  1998 

A  period  of  bitter  cold  occurred  December  15-18, 1997  in  winter  wheat 
areas  as  far  south  as  southern  Ukraine. 

Lowest  temperatures  (less  than  -20  C)  occurred  over  most  areas,  including 
traditional  winter  wheat  areas  in  Ukraine  and  Russia. 

A  thin  or  patchy  snow  cover  existed  in  southern  Ukraine  and  the  North 
Caucasus  Region  in  Russia,  where  some  damage  to  winter  wheat  likely 
occurred. 

Since  December  19,  unseasonably  mild  weather  improved  overwintering 
conditions  in  most  areas  but  melted  protective  snow  cover. 
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WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 

JANUARY  13, 1998 


•  Near-  to  slightly-above  normal  December  rainfall  increased  long-term  moisture  reserves 
across  the  North  China  Plain.  Despite  some  unseasonably  w/arm  weather,  winter  wheat 
remains  dormant. 

•  Much  above-normal  December  rainfall  covered  the  Yangtze  Valley  and  southern  China, 
boosting  moisture  supplies  for  vegetative  winter  grains  and  oilseeds. 
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FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 


WORLD  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  FOR  1997/98 


World  total  grain  production  of  wheat,  coarse 
grain,  and  milled  rice  for  1 997/98  is  forecast  at 
a  record  1,881  million  tons,  up  12  million  from 
1 996/97  and  1 1 2  million  higher  than  1 990/91 . 
World  wheat,  barley,  and  rice  production  for 
1 997/98  are  higher  than  last  season,  while  corn 
and  oats  output  are  lower. 

Wheat:  World  wheat  production  for  1997/98  is 
estimated  at  a  record  608.2  million  tons,  up 
25.7  million  from  last  season,  and  up  3  percent 
from  1 990/91 .  Area  for  1 997/98  is  estimated 
at  229.3  million  hectares,  a  decline  of  1.7 
million  from  last  year  and  1  percent  below  the 
1990/91  level.  World  wheat  yield  is  at  a  record 
2.65  tons  per  hectare,  due  mainly  to  higher 
yield  in  China,  India,  and  the  United  States. 

In  the  United  States,  production  has  declined 
from  74.3  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an 
estimated  68.8  million  in  1997/98.  The  decline 
over  the  period  is  due  to  reduced  area.  Despite 
extremely  cold  April  temperatures  for  the 
1  997/98  winter  wheat  crop  in  the  Southern 
Great  Plains,  the  crop  rebounded  to  produce 
record  yields.  In  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  for  the  spring  wheat  crop,  generally 
favorable  weather  boosted  the  total  wheat  yield 
to  a  record  2.67  tons  per  hectare.  In  the 
EU-15,  production  dropped  from  1996/97's 
record  98.6  million  tons  crop  to  the  current 
estimate  of  95.4  million  for  1997/98.  Area  in 
1997/98  is  estimated  at  17.1  million  hectares, 
only  0.3  million  below  1990/91.  In  Canada, 
production  declined  from  the  record  32.1 
million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated  24.3 
million  in  1997/98.  Farmers  responded  to 
market  signals  by  decreasing  wheat  area  and 
increasing  area  for  canola,  flaxseed,  and 
specialty  crops.  Below  average  yields  were 
achieved  during  1997/98  due  to  dry  mid-July 
weather.  For  China,  production  has  increased 
from  98.2  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an 
estimated  record  124.0  million  in  1997/98.  A 
record  yield  of  4.13  tons  per  hectare  was 
produced  due  to  ideal  weather  for  winter  wheat 
and  generally  favorable  weather  for  the  smaller 
spring  wheat  crop.  Also,  area  increased  slightly 
from  last  year  to  30.0  million  hectares.  In  the 


former  Soviet  Union  (FSU-12),  production  has 
dropped  dramatically  from  the  high  of  100.3 
million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated  79.3 
million  in  1997/98.  However,  wheat 
production  in  Russia  has  climbed  from  a  low  of 
30.1  million  tons  in  1995/96  to  an  estimated 
44.0  million  in  1997/98,  near  the  49.6  million 
tons  produced  in  1990/91.  Despite  a  shift  of 
nearly  1 .0  million  hectares,  from  1 996/97  to 
1  997/98  in  the  higher  yielding  winter  wheat 
crop  to  spring  wheat,  yields  increased  to  1.71 
tons  per  hectare  -  due  mainly  to  favorable 
weather.  In  Kazakhstan,  production  declined 
from  16.2  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an 
estimated  8.7  million  this  season.  Area  has 
been  declining  for  several  years  as  marginal 
land  continues  to  be  idled.  In  addition,  poor 
weather  and  continued  economic  difficulties 
have  cut  yields  during  the  past  4  years.  In 
Argentina,  production  increased  from  10.9 
million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated  13.2 
million  in  1997/98.  The  increase  can  be 
attributed  to  a  larger  area  harvested  and  a  yield 
that  has  generally  been  rising  due  to  increased 
inputs.  Production  is  down  2.7  million  tons 
from  the  1996/97  record  of  15.9  million  due  to 
a  decrease  in  area.  In  Australia,  production 
has  increased  from  15.1  million  tons  in 
1990/91  to  an  estimated  19.0  million  in 
1997/98,  but  is  down  5.6  million  from  the 
1996/97  record  level  of  23.6  million.  During 
the  1990's,  varied  weather  caused  sharp 
fluctuations  in  area  and  output. 

Corn:  World  corn  production  for  1997/98  is 
estimated  at  576.0  million  tons,  down  16.4 
million  from  last  year's  record,  but  up  19 
percent  from  1990/91.  Output  has  been 
trending  higher  in  recent  years  due  to  increases 
in  both  area  and  yield.  World  corn  area  is 
estimated  at  140.6  million  hectares,  down  1 
percent  from  last  year,  but  up  9  percent  from 
1990/91. 

In  the  United  States,  corn  output  is  estimated 
at  237.9  million  tons,  up  0.8  million  tons  from 
1 996/97  due  to  a  slight  increase  in  area  to  29.8 
million  hectares.  Yield  is  virtually  unchanged 
from  last  season  at  7.97  tons  per  hectare.  In 
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1990/91,  production  totaled  201.5  million  tons, 
increased  to  a  record  256.6  million  in  1 994/95, 
only  to  decline  in  1995/96  to  an  estimated 
187.3  million.  In  the  EU-15,  production  rose 
from  23.5  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  record 
37.9  million  in  1997/98.  Since  1994/95,  yields 
have  risen  steadily  to  a  record  8.78  tons  per 
hectare  this  year.  In  France,  ideal  weather  has 
produced  an  estimated  record  crop  of  16.5 
million  tons,  with  a  record  yield  of  9.09  tons 
per  hectare.  In  China,  corn  production  has 
increased  steadily  (with  the  exception  of  this 
year)  from  78.9  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  a 
record  127.5  million  in  1996/97.  This  year's 
corn  crop  is  estimated  at  105.0  million  tons, 
down  from  the  1 996/97  record  crop  due  to  a 
severe  drought  in  the  North  China  Plain.  The 
estimated  area  for  1 997/98  is  down  about  1 .0 
million  hectares  from  last  year  to  23.5  million 
as  producers  shifted  into  more  profitable 
soybeans.  However,  in  general,  demand  for 
corn  has  resulted  in  an  expansion  in  area  from 
previous  years  ,  while  yield  has  benefitted  from 
the  adoption  of  new  technologies.  In  South 
Africa,  production  typically  reflects  the  extreme 
variability  in  rainfall  and  temperature.  Although 
production  in  1990/91  was  8.3  million  tons  and 
is  forecast  at  a  near-average  level  of  8.0  million 
for  1997/98,  corn  output  over  the  past  five 
years  ranged  from  a  high  of  13.3  million  tons  to 
a  low  of  4.8  million.  The  corn  crop  can  be 
planted  into  mid-January  and  this  season 
planting  conditions  have  been  favorable  in  the 
east,  but  mixed  to  less-than-desirable  in  the 
west.  Recent,  timely  rainfall  throughout  most 
of  the  Maize  Triangle  was  beneficial  to  the 
crop.  In  Argentina,  production  in  1990/91  was 
7.6  million  tons,  but  is  forecast  at  a  near-record 
15.0  million  for  1997/98.  Stronger  prices  are 
responsible  for  a  general  increase  in  area,  while 
yield  has  been  rising  steadily  due  to  greater  use 
of  fertilizers  and  high  quality  seed.  For  the 
1997/98  season,  yield  is  forecast  at  a  record 
4.69  tons  per  hectare  due  to  excellent  weather 
and  greater  use  of  agronomic  resources.  The 
crop  is  tasseling  in  January. 

Rice  (milled  basis):  World  rice  production  for 
1997/98  is  estimated  at  a  record  382.8  million 
tons,  up  1.1  million  from  1996/97  and  up  9 
percent  from  1990/91.  Increasing  yield  and 
area  since  the  early  1990's  boosted  production. 
Harvested  area  for  1997/98  is  estimated  at 


148.5  million  hectares,  down  marginally  from 
1996/97,  but  up  1  percent  from  1990/91. 

In  the  United  States,  production  increased  from 
5.1  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated  5.8 
million  in  1997/98  due  to  an  expansion  in  area 
and  improved  yield.  An  increase  in  the 
estimated  harvested  area,  versus  last  year, 
more  than  offset  a  decrease  in  yield.  Yield  fell 
in  1997/98  to  6.61  tons  per  hectare,  off  4 
percent  from  last  year's  record  of  6.86  tons.  In 
China,  1997/98  production  is  estimated  at  a 
record  138.5  million  tons,  up  1  percent  from 
the  previous  year  and  up  from  132.5  million  in 
1990/91.  A  record  yield  of  6.30  tons  per 
hectare  with  virtually  no  change  in  area  over 
last  season  resulted  in  the  record  crop. 
Excellent  weather  and  continued  improvement 
in  technologies  helped  the  rice  crop  reach  this 
level.  In  India,  production  expanded  from  74.3 
million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated  record 

81.5  million  for  1997/98.  The  rise  in  output  is 
due  mainly  to  higher  yield  resulting  from  an 
increase  in  irrigated  areas  and  adoption  of  new 
technologies.  Yield  climbed  again  this  season, 
while  area  is  down  about  0.5  million  hectares  to 

42.2  million.  In  Indonesia,  a  strive  toward 
self-sufficiency  has  expanded  area  and  yield 
slightly,  thereby  increasing  production  from 

29.3  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated 
32.0  million  in  1997/98.  Dry  weather  during 
October  and  November  delayed  planting  by  a 
month  and  a  half.  However,  December  rainfall 
has  eased  the  dryness.  In  Thailand,  1 1 .3 
million  tons  of  rice  were  produced  in  1990/91 
compared  to  a  forecast  14.0  million  in 
1997/98.  Increased  area  and  higher  yield, 
especially  in  the  second-season  crop,  increased 
output  over  this  period.  In  Vietnam,  production 
has  steadily  increased  from  12.4  million  tons  in 
1990/91  to  18.0  million  estimated  this  season, 
nearly  equal  to  last  season's  record  level.  Both 
area  and  yield  trend  higher  as  the  Government 
continues  to  emphasize  rice  production. 

Bariev:  World  barley  production  for  1997/98 
is  estimated  at  156.5  million  tons,  up  1.8 
million  from  last  season,  but  down  1 2  percent 
from  the  record  178.1  million  produced  in 
1990/91.  Although  harvested  area  fell  to  66.0 
million  hectares  this  season,  an  increase  in  yield 
raised  world  barley  output.  Yield  is  estimated 
at  2.37  tons  per  hectare,  the  highest  level  since 
the  record  2.46  tons  in  1 990/91 . 
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In  the  United  States,  barley  output  slipped  from 
9.2  million  tons  in  1990/91  to  an  estimated  8.2 
million  in  1997/98.  Most  of  the  reduction  is 
due  to  lower  area,  estimated  at  2.6  million 
hectares  this  season,  slightly  above  the 
1 995/96  area,  which  was  the  smallest 
harvested  since  1903.  In  the  FSU-12,  barley 
output  has  fallen  from  50.0  million  tons  in 
1990/91  to  an  estimated  35.5  million  in 
1997/98.  In  general,  area  has  been  relatively 
stable  for  the  region.  Harvested  area  is 
estimated  at  21.0  million  hectares,  virtually 
unchanged  from  last  year  as  a  decrease  in  area 
for  Kazakhstan  is  equally  offset  by  an  increase 
for  Russia.  Yield  is  estimated  at  1 .67  tons  per 
hectare,  up  nearly  30  percent  from  last 
season's  drought  reduced  crop.  In  Russia, 
production  declined  from  27.2  million  tons  in 
1990/91  to  an  estimated  22.0  million  in 
1997/98.  This  year's  output  is  up  38  percent 
from  1996/97  due  to  generally  favorable 
weather.  In  Kazakhstan,  production  dropped 
from  8.5  million  to  2.6  million  during  the 
1990/91  to  1997/98  period.  Production  is 
similar  to  the  1 996/97  season  as  a  decrease  in 
area  is  offset  by  an  increase  in  yield.  In 
Canada,  production  in  1990/91  totaled  13.4 
million  tons  versus  an  estimated  13.7  million  in 
1 997/98.  An  increase  in  area  more  than  offset 
a  slight  decrease  in  yield  over  the  7-  year  time 
period.  Hot,  dry  weather  during  the  flowering 
stage  in  July  caused  yield  to  decline  to  2.90 
tons  per  hectare,  down  9  percent  from  last 
season's  record  level  of  3.18  tons.  In  the 
EU-15,  production  in  1990/91  was  56.2  million 
tons  compared  to  52.6  million  estimated  for 
1 997/98.  With  the  reduction  in  set-aside  area 
and  stronger  prices  over  the  past  two  years, 
area  has  increased  to  1 1 .9  million  hectares  in 
1 997/98  ending  7  consecutive  years  of  decline 
prior  to  1996/97.  Yield  is  slightly  below  last 
season's  record  of  4.55  tons  per  hectare  at 
4.43  tons,  due  mainly  to  excellent  weather  in 
Germany.  In  Australia,  production  has 
increased  from  4.2  million  tons  in  1990/91  to 
an  estimated  5.5  million  for  1997/98.  With  the 


exception  of  the  1994/95  drought,  area  has 
been  trending  higher  due  to  strong  prices.  This 
year's  crop  was  negatively  affected  by  drought 
early  in  the  growing  season. 

Oats:  World  oat  production  for  1997/98  is 
estimated  at  30.6  million  tons,  down  marginally 
from  last  year  and  down  22  percent  from 
1 990/91 .  Oat  area  continues  to  fall.  Harvested 
area  is  estimated  at  17.0  million  hectares,  the 
lowest  level  on  record.  Despite  higher  yield  this 
season,  falling  area  pressured  production 
downward. 

In  the  United  States,  production  was  5.2  million 
tons  in  1990/91.  Output  for  1997/98  is 
estimated  at  2.6  million  tons  as  farmers  reaped 
one  of  the  smallest  area  on  record  at  1 .2  million 
hectares.  Production  for  1997/98  is  projected 
higher  than  last  year  due  to  increased  area  from 
1996/97  and  the  third  highest  yield  at  2.17 
tons  per  hectare  --  surpassed  by  the  record  of 
2.35  tons  set  in  1992/93.  In  the  FSU-12,  oat 
production  was  15.1  million  tons  in  1990/91 
versus  an  estimated  11.1  million  in  1997/98 
due  mainly  to  decreasing  area.  Area  has 
declined  steadily  from  10.4  million  hectares  to 
7.7  million  in  the  7  years  from  1990/91  - 
1997/98.  Russia,  the  FSU's  primary  producer 
of  oats,  produced  9.0  million  tons  in  1997/98, 
down  from  12.3  million  in  1990/91.  Generally 
favorable  weather  throughout  the  growing 
season  supported  an  8  percent  upturn  in  output 
despite  a  reduction  in  area.  In  the  EU-15,  oat 
production  in  1990/91  was  8.0  million  tons 
compared  to  the  6.6  million  estimated  for 
1997/98.  A  reduction  in  area  due  to 
agricultural  policy  reform  is  the  primary  reason 
for  the  decrease  in  output.  Production  for 
1 997/98  is  down  3  percent  from  last  year  as 
yield  is  slightly  below  the  1 996/97  record  level 
of  3.53  tons  per  hectare.  In  Canada,  1990/91 
oat  production  was  2.7  million  tons,  lower  than 
the  3.5  million  estimated  this  season. 
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Relatively  favorable  prices  over  the  last  several 
years  has  led  to  area  increases  from  1 .2  million 
hectares  in  1990/91  to  11.5  million  in 
1997/98.  Yield  this  season  (estimated  at  2.32 
tons  per  hectare)  is  below  the  5-year  average  of 
2.48  tons  due  to  untimely  dry  weather  across 
the  Prairie  Provinces  in  July. 


Timothy  Rocke,  Chairperson  (202)  720-1572 
Mark  Lindeman,  FSU,  (202)  690-0143 
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World  Wheat  Area  and  Production 
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World  Corn  Area  and  Production 
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IMPACT  OF  EL  NINO  ON  GLOBAL  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  NOT  AS  LARGE 

AS  ORIGINALLY  FEARED 


Summary 

Although  El  Nino  has  affected  regional  crop 
production  in  some  countries,  world  total  grain 
production  of  wheat,  coarse  grain,  and  milled 
rice  for  1997/98  is  forecast  at  a  record.  World 
rice  and  wheat  production  are  at  record  levels, 
while  production  of  coarse  grains  is  down  2 
percent.  While  regional  grain  shortages  exist 
due  to  El  Nino,  El  Nino  has  not  yet  caused 
significant  downward  pressure  on  world  grain 
production. 

The  development  of  the  current  El  Nino  has 
been  closely  followed  since  it  began  in  spring 
1 997,  as  scientists,  farmers,  and  policy  makers 
tried  to  understand  its  behavior  and  devise 
strategies  to  cope  with  its  potential  impact  on 
global  agriculture  and  food  supply.  Early 
warnings  of  El  Nino  allowed  government 
officials  to  take  pre-emptive  actions,  such  as 
setting  up  disaster  assistance  for  farmers, 
putting  aside  funds  for  future  relief  expenses, 
issuing  drought  insurance,  building  up  strategic 
food  stocks,  making  changes  to  tax  and  food 
import  policies,  and  encouraging  shifts  in 
planting  patterns. 

Introduction 

•  Late-arriving  rains  in  Indonesia  and 
dryness  in  Southeast  Asia 

•  Below-normal  early-season  rainfall  in 
southern  Africa 

•  Dry  summer  in  Central  America 

•  Warm  winter  weather  in  Canadian 
Prairies  and  northern  United  States 

•  Above-normal  rainfall  in  southern 
California  and  southern  United  States 

What  do  these  1 997  weather  events  have  in 
common?  Scientists  believe  they  all  have  some 
correlation  to  the  current  El  Nino.  The  term 
describes  a  situation  where  the  trade  winds, 
which  normally  blow  from  east  to  west  across 
the  southern  Pacific,  weaken  or  even  reverse 
direction.  This  allows  a  vast  expanse  of  warm 
water  normally  located  in  the  western  Pacific  to 
drift  eastward  toward  South  America.  As  the 


water  moves  back  into  the  central  and  eastern 
Pacific,  the  extra  heat  energy  affects  the 
strength  and  position  of  the  jet  stream  and 
tropical  storms,  disrupting  weather  patterns  in 
many  parts  of  the  world.  The  current  El  Nino 
developed  very  rapidly  during  April-May  1 997 
and  soon  matched  the  magnitude  and  size  of 
the  1 982/83  episode,  which  was  the  strongest 
of  the  century.  The  official  NOAA  forecast  calls 
for  this  El  Nino  to  persist  through  the  winter  of 
1997/98  and  weaken  during  May-July  1998. 

Impact  of  El  Nino  Bv  Region 

Australia  and  Indonesia:  In  Australia,  the 
impacts  from  the  current  El  Nino  event  have  not 
been  as  strong  as  anticipated.  Although  rainfall 
was  below  normal  in  parts  of  eastern  Australia, 
timely  rainfall  supported  a  slightly  below 
average  wheat  yield.  With  harvest  nearly 
complete,  wheat  output  is  estimated  to  be  the 
fifth  largest  on  record.  In  Indonesia, 
late-arriving  rains  delayed  the  normal 
October/November  rice  planting  and  caused  a 
reduction  in  rice  production  potential. 
However,  rice  output  in  Indonesia  is  still 
forecast  above  last  season  and  the  third  highest 
on  record. 

Malaysia. _ Thailand. _ and  Philippines:  In 

Malaysia,  rainfall  has  been  below  normal  but 
adequate  for  rice  production.  In  Thailand, 
below  normal  rainfall  has  lowered  water 
reserves  for  the  second  rice  crop.  In  the 
Philippines,  localized  dryness  has  reduced  corn 
and  rice  yields. 

Southern  Africa:  This  region  is  especially 
susceptible  to  drought  during  an  El  Nino.  In  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa,  November/December 
corn  planting  was  delayed  due  to  insufficient 
rainfall;  however,  rainfall  at  the  end  of 
December  relieved  crop  stress  to  the  earlier 
planted  crop.  Rain  that  came  in  late-  December 
will  allow  farmers  to  continue  to  plant  into 
mid-January.  An  average  size  corn  crop  is 
possible,  but  timely  rains  are  needed.  In 
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Zimbabwe,  a  hot,  dry  December  negatively 
affected  yield  potential  for  the  corn  crop  and 
below  average  yield  and  output  are  forecast.  In 
Tanzania  and  Kenya,  drought  earlier  in  the  crop 
year  followed  by  excessive  rainfall  later  in  the 
season  has  reduced  corn  output  prospects. 

India:  Past  El  Ninos  brought  dry  weather 

across  northwest  India;  however,  the  monsoon 
was  near  normal  this  season  and  there  was  no 
adverse  crop  impact.  India's  rice  crop  is  a 
record. 

Central  America:  Abnormally  dry  conditions 
covered  the  region  during  June-October.  The 
major  El  Nino  impact  in  the  region  is  nearly  over 
as  their  rainy  season  has  ended.  The  harvest 
has  ended  and  grain  yields  are  estimated  below 
average. 

South  America:  Abnormally  dry  conditions 
have  developed  across  northeast  Brazil.  Much 
of  northwest,  central  and  southern  South 
America  have  been  wetter  than  normal.  In 
Argentina,  excessive  rainfall  hampered  wheat 
harvest  and  reduced  quality,  but  is  boosting 
corn  output  to  a  near-  record  level.  In  Ecuador 
and  Peru,  above-normal  rainfall  delayed  rice 
planting. 


Western  Canada  and  Northern  United  States: 

This  region  experienced  warmer  and  drier  than 
normal  rainfall  in  December.  In  the  Canadian 
Prairies,  where  most  of  the  wheat  is  spring 
varieties,  additional  precipitation  is  needed 
when  the  grain  crop  is  planted  in  April  to  June 
period. 

California:  There  has  been  no  major  El  Nino 
impacts.  In  December,  southern  California 
experienced  above  normal  precipitation,  while 
near-to-below  normal  rainfall  occurred  in  the 
north.  Wetter  than  average  weather  is 
expected  to  continue  throughout  the  winter. 

Southern  United  States:  This  area  has 

experienced  wetter  than  normal  conditions  that 
are  related  to  El  Nino.  Wetter  than  norma! 
conditions  through  March,  with  cooler  than 
normal  temperatures  across  the  Gulf  Coast 
States  are  forecast  by  the  National  Weather 
Service. 
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Survey  the  New  Frontiers. 


Survey  the  frontiers  of  agriculture  at  USDA’s  seventy- 
fourth  outlook  forum.  Catch  the  latest  commodity 
prospects  for  1998  and  beyond  and  receive  new 
long-term  projections  to  the  year  2007.  Hear  noted 
experts  and  farm  leaders  tackle  front  line  issues: 
managing  risk,  selling  bio-engineered  products, 
ensuring  food  safety,  marketing  organic  foods,  honing 
export  strategies,  and  more. 


I 


m 


I 


Agricultural 

la^Outlook 
Forum’98 


Act  Now  To  Attend.  For  program  and 
registration  details  check  the  Forum  home  page,  call 
(202)  720-3050,  or  dial  (202)  694-5700  from  your  fax 
machine  handset  and  retrieve  document  66666.  Call 
(202)  401-9421  to  register. 


February  23  and  24, 1998 
Washington,  D.C. 

Presented  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/agforum.htm  •  e-mail:  agforum@oce.usda.gov 
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N 1 19^  Order  Form 
For  FAS  Subscriptions 


(703)  605-6060 

or  fax  this  form  to  (703)  321-9467 

To  verify  receipt  of  your  fax  order,  call  (703)  605--6060. 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 


Technology  Administration 

National  Technical  Information  Service 

Springfieid,  VA  22161 

METHOD  OF  PAYMENT 

[ _ ]  VISA  Q  MasterCard  American  Express  Q  Discover 

To  order  subscriptions,  call  (703)  605-6060. 

TDD  (For  hearing  impaired  only),  call  (703)  605-6043. 

CREDIT  CARD  NUMBER 

EXPIRATION  DATE 

SHIP  TO  ADDRESS 

CARDHOLDER'S  NAME 

CUSTOMER  MASTER  NUMBER  (IF  KNOWN) 

DATE 

SIGNATURE  (REQUIRED  TO  VALIDATE  ALL  ORDERS) 

AHENTION/NAME 

1  1  Check/Money  Order  enclosed  for  $ 

(PAYABLE  IN  U.S.  DOLLARS) 

ORGANIZATION 

DIVISION  1  ROOM  NUMBER 

1  1  NTIS  Deposit  Account  Number: 

STREET ADDRESS 


CITY 

STATE 

ZIP  CODE 

PROVINCE /TERRITORY 

INTERNATIONAL  POSTAL  CODE 

COUNTRY 


RETURN  ROLICY 

Although  NTIS  cannot  accept  returns  for  aedit  or  refund,  we  will  gladly 
replace  any  item  you  requested  if  we  made  an  error  in  filling  your  order, 
if  the  item  was  defective,  or  if  you  receive  it  in  damaged  condition. 

Just  call  our  Subscription  Department  at  (703)  605-6060. 


PHONE  NUMBER 
(  ) 

FAX  NUMBER 
(  ) 

CONTACT  NAME 

INTERNET  E-MAIL  ADDRESS 

SINOLE  CORIES 

To  order  single  copies,  call  our  Sales  Desk  at  1-800-553-NTIS  (6847)  or 
(703)  605-6000.  Order  via  the  Internet:  orders@ntis.fedwortd.gov.  RUSH 
Service  is  available  for  an  additional  fee;  please  call  the  NTIS  Sales  Desk 


NO.  OF 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 


ORDER  NO. 


TITLES 


PRICES* 

DOMESTIC  INTERNATIONAL 


total 


SUB9706LJX 

Agricultural  Trade  Highlights  (12  issues) 

$  65.00 

$110.00 

SUB9707LJX 

Tropical  Products  (Coffee,  Cocoa,  Spices,  Essentials  Oils)  (4  issues) 

30.00 

60.00 

SUB9708LJX 

Cotton;  World  Markets  &  Trade  (12  issues) 

75.00 

142.00 

SUB9709LJX 

Dairy,  Livestock  &  Poultry:  U.S.  Trade  &  Prospects  (12  issues) 

98.00 

214.00 

SUB9710LJX 

Dairy  Monthly  Imports  (12  issues) 

65.00 

110.00 

SUB9711LJX 

Livestock  &  Poultry:  World  Markets  &  Trade  (2  issues) 

21.00 

42.00 

SUB9739LJX 

Dairy:  World  Markets  &  Trade  (2  issues) 

21.00 

42.00 

SUB9712LJX 

All  28  Dairy,  Livestock  &  Poultry  reports 

170.00 

356.00 

SUB9713LJX 

Grain:  World  Markets  &  Trade  (12  issues) 

90.00 

180.00 

SUB9714LJX 

World  Horticultural  Trade  &  U.S.  Export  Opportunities  (12  issues) 

90.00 

180.00 

SUB9715LJX 

Oilseeds:  World  Markets  &  Trade  (12  issues) 

98.00 

196.00 

SUB9716LJX 

U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (13  issues) 

55.00 

115.00 

SUB9717LJX 

Sugar:  World  Markets  &  Trade  (2  issues) 

25.00 

50.00 

SUB9718LJX 

Tobacco;  World  Markets  &  Trade  (12  issues) 

80.00 

182.00 

SUB9719LJX 

World  Agricultural  Production  (12  issues) 

95.00 

160.00 

SUB9734LJX 

Wood  Products:  International  Trade  &  Foreign  Markets  (5  issues) 

55.00 

118.00 

SUB9735LJX 

Monthly  Summary  of  Export  Credit  Guarantee  Program  Activity  (12  issues) 

70.00 

120.00 

SUB9736LJX 

U.S.  Export  Sales  (52  issues) 

175.00 

320.00 

SUB9737LJX 

AgExporter  Magazine  (12  issues) 

51.00 

59.00 

—  these  special  one-time  reports 

PB96-136403LJX 

Food  &  Agricultural  Export  Directory 

$19.50 

$39.00 

PB96-196787LJX 

World  Horticultural  Trade  &  U.S.  Export  Opportunities  (Supp.  1-Exports) 

21.50 

43.00 

PB96-196795LJX 

World  Horticultural  Trade  &  U.S.  Export  Opportunities  (Supp.  2-Imports) 

25.00 

50.00 

PB96-1 96761 LJX 

A  Guide  to  Exporting:  Solid  Wood  Products 

28.00 

56.00 

PB88-240296LJX 

Dictionary  of  International  Agricultural  Trade  (1988  ed.) 

31.50 

53.00 

Prices  are  subject  to  change. 

The  NTIS  Subscription  Dept.  (703)  605-6060 
can  provide  pricing  verification. 


Prices  include  first-class  delivery  or  equivalent 
service  for  domestic  (U.S.,  Canada,  and  Mexico): 
airmail  delivery  for  international  (all  other  countries). 


GRAND  TOTAL  [ 


12/97 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
1400  INDEPENDENCE  AVENUE,  SW 
WASHINGTON,  DC  20250-1004 


For  questions  concerning  your  subscription  or  change  of  address, 
PRINT  OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  code  and  return  this 
sheet  to: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
TECHNOLOGY  ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22161 

For  questions  or  concerns  on  the  data  included  in  this  publication, 
contact  us  at  the  address  shown  above. 


Summaries  and  selected  tables  from  many  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
world  market  and  trade  reports  are  available  electronically.  The  reports 
include  U.S.  Export  Sales  (available  electronically  after  8:30  a.m.  on 
release  day);  Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Oilseeds:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Tobacco:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  World  Agricultural  Production;  the  early  release  version  of 
World  Horticultural  Products  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities;  and  Tropical  Products:  World  Markets 
and  Trade  (all  available  electronically  after  3:00  p.m.  Washington  DC  time  on  release  day)  as  well  as 
Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Dairy:  World 
Markets  and  Trade,  and  U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (available  within  a  week  after  release.) 

You  can  read  the  reports  on  the  FAS  home  page  (http://www.fas.usda.gov).  The  reports  remain 
“current”  until  the  succeeding  issue  is  available.  Older  issues  are  available  in  the  archives  section  of 
the  home  page.  We  also  make  selected  cover  articles  and  graphics  available  from  these  publications, 
in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin  Board  at  Stat- 
USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at  (202)  482-1986 
(Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  religion, 
age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  and  marital  or  familial  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who 
require  alternative  means  for  communication  of  program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA ’s  TARGET 
Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint,  write  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  DC  20250,  or  call  J -800-245-6340  (voice) 
or  (202)  720-1127  (TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  employment  opportunity  employer. 


